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Bernd is an actor at the “St. Pauli Theater” in Hamburg and 
chronically unhappy with himself as well as with the theatre 
world. This season he is to play the gasman. The play is about 

mobile gas chamber picking up people. 

Right from the beginning Bernd is sceptical about the play. He 

ambition to be a good father for his son; he is seeing him far 
too seldom.  He is not the prototypical actor who wants to be 
seen by the audience. Since a long time acting has just become 
a job. His only sunshine seems to be his liaison with a 
mysterious young woman.

His only friends are the eccentric members of a literature 
group. The group consists of men only.  

While they are retreating towards a historical manliness Bernd is 
getting more and more distanced from the group

literature circle.

“Inside a human the decision is felled. No one can do it instead.” 

comes to a decision, a decision that if only for a short moment 

Speedy, merciless and with plenty of black humour GASMAN shows 
the picture of a person searching for his inner soul.



Playfully, very live and absolutely fresh scenes are linked by 
producer and author Arne Körner and it shows again and 
again the hidden wit. By setting the tone on maximal he 
stems against all usual romantic narrative templates. 
(...) “The Bicycle“ is THE German Anti-Romance.

talent to leave the trotted paths of cinematographic story 
telling. We have to be curious about the further evolution of 
this very talented director. 
Hamburger Morgenpost

2019 Gasman
2017 The Lone Fighter
2015 The Bicycle
2014 Vue Pointe
2013 Surrounded
2012 Schurback
2010 Station

Born in 1986 in Hamburg. Following his apprenticeship as a 

für Bildende Künste Hamburg“, at “École Nationale 
Supérieure des Beaux-Arts“ Paris and graduated from 
Werner Herzogs “Rogue Film School“.

national and international festivals and won numerous 
prices. Many of his works are represented by the French 

are available as Video on Demand. 

premier at the Festival des Films du Monde de Montréal 
and received the Prix du Jury. In January 2017 followed the 
German cinema premier. 

Press comments:

„The Bicycle“ is a marvellous antidote to all the target 
oriented love stories that cinemas like to show. Nothing 
will be explained but a lot will be understood and a happy 
end is not an option. This way you don’t make block busters 

Bayerischer Rundfunk





„I‘ve come to collect your son!“ Bernd is an actor at St. Pauli 
Theatre in Hamburg – and is living in the wrong movie. 
Bernd, until now only working as a side cast, was talked 
into acting in “The Gasman” by the theatre manager. It is a 

“undesirables” directly at home to destroy them on the 
road. His leading role is a nightmare from the start. 

who rehearses with culprit and victim separately. Bernd’s 
partner Mathis is a subservient careerist and Bernd did not 
like the play at all. No surprise that Frank and Mathis soon 
start to zero in on him. 

Outside of the theatre live is not easy for Bernd. His ex only 
talks the bare minimum, the bailiff (cameo of Fassbinder 
partner Harry Baer!) wants his money, the few short 
moments with his young son are far too short; and what 

Schlingensief collaborator Dietrich Kuhlbrodt) who are 
meeting regularly at drinking holes in St. Pauli? Who are 
these smart asses? Saloon revolutionists, regular’s table 
fascists? Why are they at a shooting range? And why are 
they heading on week ends into the German winter forest? 

The Hamburg director Arne Körner and his co-author Akin 
Sipal who together made the wonderful but culpably 
disregarded anti romance “The Bicycle” (2015) have made 

celluloid material). 

“Gasman” is a political drama that discusses National 
Socialism as the event of German history and pretending to 
come to terms with the past where there is none. It is a satire 
of the German art and culture scene showing theatre and 
media as inexpensive playground of bended characters. The 
not that much known actors Rafael Stachowiak (Bernd), Peter 
Ott (Frank) and Kristof Van Boven (Mathis) who are coming 
from theatres are harmonising fantastically with their mutual 
repulsion. This is absurd theatre at its best. 

Furthermore “Gasman” is a family drama giving no answer to 

Silbersack! Hafencity!) showing by chance nice weather but 
otherwise honestly tatty sides while the city is getting nicer 
the further one moves away. 
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Together with Julian Greis, Mirco Kreibich, Daniel 
Lommatzsch, Thomas Niehaus, Jörg Pohl, André Szymanski 
and Sebastian Zimmler he is awarded the Rolf-Mares-Award 

time the award was given to an ensemble for their “stirring 
and intoxicating performance“.

and TV productions.   

2019 Gasman
2016 Past Life 
2016 Der Tatortreiniger 
2015 Nackt unter Wölfen 
2011 Lollipop Monster 
2011 Tabu - Es ist die Seele ein Fremdes auf Erden 

2018 Hexenjagd 
2017 Hunger
2016 Schimmelreiter
2016 Früchte des Zorns
2014 Moby Dick

Born in 1981 in Poland, he studied drama at the renown 
“Hochschule für Schauspielkunst Ernst Busch“ in Berlin. 
While studying he plaid at “Deutsches Theater“ in Thomas 
Dannemann‘s production of “Glaube Liebe Hoffnung“ 
from Horvàth. 

In 2006 during his third year of studying Stachowiak was 
engaged at “Schaubühne am Lehniner Platz” in Berlin. 
Here he worked with the directors Falk Richter, Luk 
Perceval, Thomas Ostermeier, Benedict Andrews and 
Constanza Macras. 

He played Orin/Christoph in Ostermeier‘s “Trauer muss 
Elektra tragen“ from Eugene O´Neill as well as Achilles in 
Percevals “Penthesilea“ from Kleist. In 2007 he was 
engaged at Salzburger Festspiele in Falk Richters 
production of “Freischütz“.

Since the 2009/2010 season Rafael Stachowiak is a 
constant part of the ensemble at “Thalia Theater” in 
Hamburg. A close working relationship connects him with 
director Antú Romero Nunes. Furthermore he is working 
with directors Luk Perceval, Jette Steckel, Ene-Liis Semper 
& Tiit Ojasoo, Stefan Pucher and Johan Simons.





Amongst others she played in “Ich, das Ungeziefer” directed by 
Victor Bodo, “Die Wehleider” directed by Christoph Marthaler and 
“Die Kassette” directed by Herbert Fritsch and Simon Stone. She 
played one of the three leading actors in “Peer Gynt” directed by 

felice“.

2019 Gasman

2017 Valentin
2016 Peer Gynt
2015 Die Kassette

Since the 2014/2015 season Gala Othero Winter is part of 

in 2015 the “Alfred-Kerr-Darsteller-Award”. 



From 2015 until 2018 he is part of the ensemble of Thalia 
Theater. Here he works with the directors Bastian Kraft, Luk 
Perceval, Sebastian Nübling, Ene-Liis Semper & Tiit Ojasoo and 
Johan Simons.

His performance as “Elisa“ in “Pygamlion“ from George B. 
Shaw directed by Ene-Liis Semper & Tiit Ojasoo at Thalia 
Theater is awarded with Rolf-Mares-Theatre-Award 2016 for 
extraordinary artistic achievement.

2019 Gasman
2009 Kasimir und Karoline 

2018 Hexenjagd
2017 Tod eines Handlungsreisenden
2016 Pygamlion
2016 Wut / Rage
2015 Until our Hearts Stop

Born in 1981 in Belgium. Following his study of drama at 
“Hochschule der Künste“ in Arnheim he worked as 
independent actor in the Dutch Off-Theater-Scene, 
together with Linda Olthof developing plays and 
performed amongst others at Toneelgroep Amsterdam 
and Noord Nederlands Toneel.

In 2004 he joined the ensemble of “NT Gent“ and worked 
amongst others with directors Johan Simons and Peter 
Verhelst. From 2010 until 2015 he was part of the 
ensemble at “Münchner Kammerspiele”, where he 
continued to work with Johan Simons as well as  
choreograph Meg Stuart, directors Tian Gebing, Alvis 
Hermanis, Sebastian Nübling, Luk Perceval, René Pollesch, 
Karl Wokalek and Barbara Wysocka. 

For his performance in Johan Simons’ production 
“Winterreise“ Kristof Van Boven was elected as most 
talented young actor of 2011 by professional journal 
“Theater heute“.  Furthermore he received in 2012 the 
award “Kunstpreis der Akademie der Künste Berlin“  in 
category performing arts and in 2013 the award 
“Gordana-Kosanovic-Schauspielerpreis“ from Theater 
Mülheim an der Ruhr. 











Max Sänger was born in 1987 in Bonn. Following his 
aborted study of Cultural- and Social Anthropology in 
Vienna he moved to Hamburg. He studied until 2016 

Award in the Hamburg competition. He is working as 
freelance cameraman.

2019 Gasman
2019 Mille Piani 
2018 27. Februar
2017 A Walk in Mermaid's Shoes

(director)
2013  Far’Falastin (director)
2015 Cuba COR Libre

M

several nominations and prices and was shown at 

As cameraman he has a continual working relationship 

company Against Reality Pictures. 2017 he received 
the Gerd Ruge scholarship.

2019 Gasmann
2017 (director)
2016 World Climate Conference 

2014  Winter (director)

2013 Le creature del Vesuvio (director)



As investor and architect Zimmermann has formed the 
view of Hamburger Außenalster. Since many years he is 
an art collector and cineaste. From early on he supported 

“Spirit of Berlin” with more than 35 million demands. 

cooperation with Arne Körner. 

(director)

A Ş

of Culture. 
Ş

Ş

and house author at Theater Bremen.

(director)

 (director)
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